Eaton-Lambert myasthenic syndrome: two cases with typical and atypical features.
Eaton-Lambert myasthenic syndrome is a rare disorder of neuromuscular transmission. We are unaware of previous New Zealand reports and present two patients. Characteristic abnormalities in compound muscle action potential amplitude following repetitive nerve stimulation and on single fibre electromyography were present. Both patients also showed mild patchy abnormalities in peripheral nerve conduction. The clinical picture resembled Guillain-Barre syndrome in one patient who developed severe generalised weakness and respiratory failure. In both patients the neurological presentation lead to the recognition of a previously asymptomatic small cell lung carcinoma.